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The Mayor’s “Imagine Boston 2030” plan is now in high gear as 
BRAstaff keeps gathering Bostonians in hopes they’! hear something 
positive about what people imagine the city will be like in the Mayor’s 
fourth term. Apparently told that common terms like “meeting,” and 
“report” are boring and not innovative, City staff has spent hours 
dreaming up hip and cutting-edge language for the citywide plans. 
So in the parlance of the City, some ideas and questions from the 
visioning lab, pop-ups, roundtables, street teams in the framework 
include: 
¢ City Hall now has John Lennon’s “ 
elevators and offices. 

Most of the 82 attendees at GoBoston transportation meetings have 

filed an additional 3,700 ideas for changes to the City. 

The data-driven interns have analyzed the results of GoBoston 

input: 880 (23%) of the ideas were bike lanes and bike racks. 

¢ One idea was to hire an experienced certified planner to prepare 
and monitor a Master Plan for the City and the region. Imagine! 

¢ The data-driven IT office uncovered a correlation between dem- 
olition of the Long Island Bridge and the increase in patronage 

at the Boston Public Library at Copley Square. IT also showed a 

correlation between removal of benches at Copley Square and the 

increase in BPL visits. 
¢ A number of suggestions were made for pillows at the BPL, and 


Imagine” recording in all 


Mayor Walsh’s Housing Innovations 


After six months locked in the Housing Innovation Lab some- 
where in the basement of Boston City Hall, Walsh Administration 
officials came up with four ideas to address the middle-income 
housing crisis. The Mayor’s Housing Plan called for 20,000 mid- 
dle-income units by 2030, so even the 4,194 units permitted in 
2015 won't make a real dent. 

Walsh launched a pilot program to test the ideas, partnering with 
stakeholders such as Boston Packaging & Cardboard Box Co., 
Franklin Park Zoo and dark downtown theaters. The ideas include: 


Dual-Use Transportation Facilities: Possible innovative housing 
solutions include taking advantage of MBTA facilities no longer 
used for late-night service (see page 4); bus shelters and train 
stations; the low-ridership 
Mattapan high-speed trolley 
all day; and Uber drivers’ 
own vehicles (an innovative 
live-work arrangement). 
Compact Living: Imagine 
Boston research is discov- 
ering that millennials, the 
only demographic group 
that seems to matter in 
Boston, express _ prefer- 
ences for small, shoebox 
apartments. The citywide 
plan will probably recommend revising the zoning code to allow 
300-s.f. units with no parking. Hilton’s Tent City camping supplies 
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with late night 
MBTA service 
wiped out, peo- 
ple pushed to add 
nighttime hours at 
the BPL. 

Dozens imagined 
the BRA included 
publication dates 
on its documents. 

Scores of pan- 
icked millennials 
couldn’t imagine 
their “playground” at Lawn on D closed and offered to buy Pop- 
sicles and Cokes for $10 each to pay to keep it open. 

Data driven on the Longfellow Bridge show a correlation between 
reduced vehicle traffic on the Longfellow Bridge and the recon- 
struction of that bridge. 

Boston may not find this innovative enough and is imagining an 
innovative process in which the participants can send in selfies that 
imagine themselves as Mayor, Developer, Council Member, Fisher- 
person, Pilot, etc. Data also show in other U.S. cities where marijuana 
has been legalized, the Imagination quotient has soared quite high. 





Millennials pushing innovation in Boston 


is already reporting a 

run on knife-fork- 

spoon combination — 

sets as kitchens are 

too small for reg- 

ular utensils. The 

BRA wanted to test 

what _—_ super-small 

units would be like 

and after a national 

search hired Boston’s own Futile Architects who developed this 

prototype. 

Public Relations Campaign: “Roommates Are Fun!” The May- 

or’s staff, most of whom are under 30 and live with roommates, 

will develop a public relations campaign to make people feel good 

about living with three strangers well into their 40s due to unbeliev- 

ably high rents. The Mayor will also revise the ordinance limiting 
the number of unre- 
lated people living 
together, hoping to 
raise the number 
from 4 to 12. 


4 Tent Cities: Work- 
w ing with Gov. Bun- 
ker, Walsh’s team 


Leia K 


= N wants to bring the 
romantic Coranado. CA, beachfront Tent City experience to Day 
Boulevard. Can’t beat that middle class waterfront living (good 
thing it’s a summer pilot program). 
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Movies Not to Miss! 


How to be Single—simple lessons on how to behave so 
you alienate everybody. 






Where to Invade Next—a reconstruction of a President 
George WV. Bush cabinet meeting after the invasion of Iraq. 







Only Yesterday—a period movie about the days when po- 
litical debates could not be mistaken for a kindergarten fight. 





The Other Side of the Door—a mystery about how 
much private information is be- 
ing collected by the data-driven 
Mayor Walsh Administration and 
displayed in a secret room. 


The Lady in the Van—the 
MBTA backup plan for future 
service interruptions. 











Whiskey Tango Foxtrot—a 
drinking, dancing throwback to the 
old Fred Astaire movies. 






Miracle from Heaven—a secretly taped meeting of estab- 
lishment Republicans discussing how to stop Donald Trump, 
ending with a prayer for a miracle. 






45 Years—sad but true story about the proposed Green 
Line Extension to West Medford, first discussed in the Boston 
Transportation Planning Review in 1971. 






ATC Information Wins Northern 
Avenue Bridge Competition 


Mayor Walsh announced that ATC Information, Inc., publish- 
ers of The Boston Informer, won the Northern Avenue Bridge 
ideas competition spurred by GE’s decision to move to the Fort 
Point Channel area. The winning approach addresses mobility 
challenges, creates a destination, gives a nod to the bridge’s 
legacy, and fights obesity, illiteracy and high cholesterol. Walsh 
said the proposed bridge style— pontoons— was also a nice ges- 
ture to the Chinese who are struggling in the global economy. 

The City received over 2,050 entries from professionals and 
amateurs, although it was unclear which were which. An entry 
from Fairfield, CT, proposed a tunnel scheme, but this was rejected 
because it would not be iconic and claustrophobic travelers would be 
unable to use it per ADA. Havasu City, AZ, has offered its London 
Bridge (it’s iconic, all right), but no response has been made to date. 
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Northern Avenue Bridge Competion winning entry 








BRA Seeks to Re-Brand 
itself 


Ks The Boston Redevelopment Authority wants 
to change. Its “organizational identity,” that 

is. The BRA seeks to hire a miracle worker to develop an 

“organizational identity and brand strategy.” 

Meanwhile, the BRA is also involved with its Image 
Adviser and is calling the new effort Imagine the BRA. 
The friendlier image it is trying to project has been under- 
way for the past two years but somehow the smiles and 
giggles have not been successful. 

The selected consultant will have 14 weeks to: 1) create 
an organizational identity, mission, and values that com- 
municate its commitment to planning and inspires trust; 2) 
evaluate the current name; 3) develop a communications 
plan; and 4) ensure internal alignment with the changes. 
It is anticipated that 6 weeks of the 14-week contract will 
be spent reviewing, revising, debating and picking a color 
palette for the new logo. 

Slogans found in the suggestion box being considered 
include The Golden Arches, The Onceover MakeOver, 
Audits ’R’ Us, Imagine Planning, Beantown Redevel- 
opment Authority (same acronym saves money), Emi- 
nent Domain-Good For You. A spin doctor firm will be 
hired once the City decides who that firm should be and 
will solicit proposals from others as part of the open and 
transparent process. 





GE Enters City’s Public Space 
Invitational Competition 

The City’s Office of New Urban Mechanical Pencils has 
partnered with the Boston Society of Architects to sponsor yet 
another competition, Public Space Invitational. The purpose of 
this competition is to “project ideas that explore the interplay of 
analog and digital in our streetscape” or redesign a bus shelter. 
Translated, it means give the City simple ideas to do fast before 
re-election season. 

The Boston Informer staff, feeling pretty good after winning the 
Northern Avenue Bridge competition, submitted “less is more” 
ideas including trash cans on city streets and remove snow at 
street corners. However, new neighbor General Electric, fresh 
off the bus from Fairfield, CT, submitted the winning entry and 
is offering to build, install, operate and maintain a prototype on 
Summer Street. Although GE is selling its appliance division, 
this bus shelter warmer, toaster, ad platform, clock and nutrition 
center will be a lasting memory of decades of GE mixers, toaster 
ovens, refrigerators and electric can openers. 





New City Program Strums 
for Harmony 


The City of Boston DoIT team has found that 
adding music to the daily routine allows City staff 
to be “in tune” with the tempo of the City. As a re- 
sult, a group of sixth graders who also work in the 
IT department as technical assistants are heading 
up the Mayor’s newest program with an obscure 
name, Boston Luthiers (add this to the official list 
of Walsh Administration jargon). Boston Luthiers 
is teaching some City Hall employees to get in step 
with this program. 


Mayor Walsh’ S Boston Luthiers program — include en- 
couraging City workers to replicate the productivity results 
of the seven little people who sing heigh-ho, heigh-ho. 


Headlines 
ou ll Never Read 


Mayor Walsh finds a development he 
doesn't like 

Baker calls for ‘real’ transit to Seaport 
District;-promises-high-capacity-ser- 
vice 

WalkBoston moves to Fitchburg; de- 
clares Boston 100% pedestrian friendly 
BRA changes and re-brands itself 
BRA admits-Hubway_useless_formany 
trips 

MBTA begins expansion program 


Seaport District teems with residents 





City Hall Plaza Interim Installation Announced 

While we wait another generation for City Hall Plaza to be “fixed,” the 
Danish toy manufacturer The Lego Group is considering setting up a 
mini-Legoland at City Hall Plaza for its new mega-Lego sets. Designed 


to engage people for hours on end, 
Lego will provide floodlights and 
raincovers so players can work all 
night. Here two players are trying 
to get piece #3 into place having al- 


™ ready successfully put pieces #1 and 
= #2 in place. 


/ MBTA Deficit Woes Still 


Not Solved 


™ Despite raising fares and waving a 
B wand to reduce the projected deficit 
@ from $242 million to $132 million, 
i the MBTA still needs to raise more 
revenue. Working with a Girl Scout 


Troop 742 and its dynamo cookie seller Trixie Watson, the MBTA has 


identified ways to “get people to pay, 


” said Trixie. The MBTA Fiscal Con- 


trol Board will review proposals to give passengers bags of trash to take 
home; make elevators coin operated; require riders to pay to exit stations; 
and install stationary bikes in stations that generate power when waiting 


assengers hop on and pedal for fun. 
= 


History Repeats 


He became more and more triumphant and arrogant until his own party turned 
against him. Julius Caesar or Donald Trump? 


Packing City Hall Plaza 


The results of the City Hall Pla- 
za Competition just keep coming 
forward in droves. One of the 
runners-up is the person-pow- 
ered merry-go-round, which has 
GE delighted with the potential 
to electrify it. Liberty Mutual ex- 
pressed interest in a special poli- 
cy for the users. 
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Image: NBBJ 


What is This? 


Be the first to correctly identify above image and win a valuable prize. 
These three clues may or may not be helpful. 


1) Evergreen State 2) HQ 3) NBBJ 


Send guesses to The Boston Informer at bostoninformer@cs.com. Winner 
will be chosen randomly from correct entries received by April 4. 


=Bos Ton INFORMEI 


A publication of ATC Information, Inc. 


Welcome to 
The Boston MisInformer, 


the annual April Fool’s issue of The Boston Informer, an otherwise 
“serious” newsletter covering development, construction and trans- 
portation downtown. 

The Boston Informer is published electronically by ATC Infor- 
mation, Inc., four or five times yearly in Boston, Mass. Pres- 
ident: Anthony Casendino; vice-presidents, Anne McKinnon, 
Chris Fincham. 

The Boston Informer is available by subscription only. Via 
e-mail, $15 per year; via USPS, $29 per year (cheap!). Ques- 
tions? Telephone (617) 723-3584, fax (617) 437-1886 or e-mail: 
BostonInformer@cs.com. Check us out on the Web at www. 
bostoninformer.com! 


PO Box 51473 - Boston, MA 02205-1473 


Keep up on news, events, irony. 
Follow us on Twitter @bostoninformer 





Now in its third decade, planning to trans- 
form City Hall Plaza continues to provide 
endless copy for journalists.... 


"RED BRICK DESERT oF CITY HALL PLACA, 
A STRANDED PevesTRiAN PRAYs 
FoR SALVAT#N... 





Salvation is a Ferris wheel? 


© Seth Feinberg 


You Were Asking 


. Mayor Walsh unveiled a new round of pilot programs 


providing alternatives for housing. What are these al- 
ternatives? 


. Withthe end of late-night MBTA service, City officials 


figured maybe those subway cars won't be in use 
between midnight and 5:00 a.m. and would be ideal 
shelter. Clothes and other home articles can be stored 
in salvage Greyhound Bus lockers at some stations. 
Mayor Walsh is appointing a commission to run a 
competition to design the train retrofit so the cars can 
be easily restored as standard MBTA cars. “Imagine- 
Home” should be rolled out sometime this summer. 


. Lunderstand that NYC uses traffic police at major 


intersections for traffic control and wonder if the 
City of Boston has considered this approach? 


. Yes, a number of councilors and cabinet personnel 


visited NYC to look into this innovative approach and 
should be coming up with an Intersection Committee 
on Traffic Control in the coming months. 


Q. [understand that City Hall is trying to become more 


transparent. How can that be done? 


. Add more windows at City Hall. 
. Weare going to have IndyCarracing in South Boston 


this fall. IndyCars can do 200 mph. Won’t this set a 
bad example for Boston drivers? 


. They don’t need an example. Some already seem to 


reach those speeds between traffic signals. 


. IL understand the City will start requiring pedestri- 


ans to use hand signals to display their intentions 
crossing streets. Police will enforce the regulation at 
high-pedestrian intersections. Isn’t this a bit nutty? 


. The Mayor is under pressure to do something about 


traffic besides answering “Hubway” and “walk to 
work” to every transportation question. He thinks 
this will help motorists and pedestrians alike. Bob 
Slowdown of WalkBoston said training people could 
be difficult because turn signals are unfamiliar to so 
many drivers and cyclists. 


. The BRA has issued a Request for Proposals for 


a consultant to help it with branding. How many 
cattle does the BRA have? 


. None at present, but they may have a secret plan to 


cover City Hall Plaza with turf and run a dairy farm 
to provide income from sales of milk and butter. 


. Long Island Bridge is demolished, Northern Av- 


enue Bridge is impassible, Longfellow Bridge is 
permanently under construction, and work will 
start on the North Washington Street Bridge. Is 
there a secret plan to close off Boston? 


. Yes, it’s to stop GE from leaving after they find out 


how expensive it is to live here. 


